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Anguila Cay 


I was visited this morning by a 
cousin of Osmany Nodares, one of the 
ninteen refugee still remains in 
prison (there ur others). 
According to my visitor the five 
prisoners were in serious danger of being 
executed in the near future, He 
claimed that their lawyers had advised 
him to come to us and warn us of this 
possibility. Nodares had been taken 
away from Las Cabafias Prison a few 
days ago and had apparently been sent 
to Santa Clara. The cousin feared that 
he would be tried in Santa Clara, 
found guilty, and executed within 
twenty-four hours before anyone could 
do anything about it. The charges 
against them are the old ones, namely 
that they were ents of the C.I.A. 
and that they re indulging in bring- 
ing arms to Cuba to fight the revolution 


2. This may be just another rumour, 
but when H.E. speaks to theMinistry 
of Foreign Affairs about Anguila Cay, 
it might be helpful to draw attention 
to the plight of the five remaining 
prisoners, I told Nodares' cousin 
to inform the Embassy immed 

learned that the prisoners 

tried. 


(A. D. Brighty) 
December 22, 1964 
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ANGUILA CAY 


Sefiora Josafina Wodarse called today 
to say:- 


(i) when they visited,the prison 
on December 14, +h#y heard 
from the prisoners that they 
were to be sent out of the 
country by the end of the month. 


A few days ago she received a 
telegram saying that the prisoners 


had MA transferred to the 
Santa (lara prison. 
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(S. Hughes-Lewis) (Miss) 
December 18, 1964, 
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Anguilja Cay 


Sefior Salicrup called on me to-day 
to ask whether there had been any develop- 
ments, I told him that we were still 
waiting for news, but were moderately op- 
timistic, He said that he was getting 
increasingly impatient and unless the 
Cuban authorities soon gave their agreement 
to the ex-prisoners leaving, he seriously 
intended to mke his escape (again)on his 
own, All his family are at present in 
the United States. I asked him to be 
patient and repeated Mr, Maud's earlier 
warning that such action might prejudice 
the position of the others. 


2. Sefior Salicrup also asked whether he 
ought now to apply for a passport since 

is process took around three weeks, 
ie said that the other prisoners were “in 
the same position as regards passports, 
I told him that I thought we would receive 
sufficient notice efemm—enies for him to 
be able to apply for and be granted a 
passport. It might however be worth 
checking on this point with the Cubans 
when we next speak to them officially on 


this subject. 
Ko 


(A.D. Brighty) 
December 14, 1964. 
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ANGUILIA _CAY 


Sefiora Maria Antonio Rodriguez called 
on me on November 24 to tell me that the 
member of the Cuban Security authorities 
who has been responsible for keeping an eye 
on her since she came out of prison on 
December 28, 1963, told her 
when he last called to check on her where- 
abouts, that he understood that the case 
was to be resolved finally in December. 
She asked whether this would apply to 
those who are still in prison and he told 
her that it would. 


2. It therefore sounds as if the Cubans 
at lgast mean business, whikexkhexiniakry 
pixtureten particularly as it has been our 
impression that while the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs was prepared to be helpful, 
the Security forces were balking. In any 
case, we shall find out if there is any- 
thing in this shortly. 


| MH Vand 
) 
(H. J. H. Maud) 
November 24, 1964 


I hi) _— 


CONFIDENTIAL 


z 
1S) 
x 
< 
= 
— 
= 
= 
= 
z 
E 
4 
2 
ws 
a 
° 
- 
oO 
z 
=x 
= 
° 
Zz 


Ov hat 
Minutes. 


Pon wile oc ne 


SAL: ChuP ean he 


PAse4s 


pwr ol 
L hx besene ravtys 1% iM a 
2 Cr. Catrin. - ys 


He y353. 


weignims — Aloprane 4 


#4 gf Ms ngeess 


OH ae 


I 
elise 


CONFIDENTIAL 


her 10, 196), 


A you please have another look at my letter (1081/ 
of Reptasber 47 20 you about the Gey ingeiiia prisoners? 


I am afraid that the Cubans discomforture over their 
interrupted 


R. Me K. Slater Eaq., O.M.G., 
Poreign Office, 
London, 3.0.1. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Havana, 


September 17, 1964 


Would you please have a look at the Ambaseador's 
telegram No, 42/of August 28 about the Cay Anguilla 
prisoners? After giving the Cubans a few days' grace 
I renewed our pressure over this issue, reminding the 
Deputy Director of Protec] on September 9 and the 
Director of Protocol on September 11 that Her Majesty's 
Government were now waiting to know the details of the 
“favourable solution” which the Cuban Government had 
in mind, They both seemed surprised that Dr, Castro's 
reassurance had not filled the breach for longer, but 
the Director of Protocol in particular made a note in 
his little book and promised to speak to the Prime 
Minister at the first opportunity. 


2. By chance I myself then had an opportunity to jog 
Castro's memory when I was pushed up to talk to him at 
the Mexican Ambassador's reception on September 16, I 
told him that, grateful as they had been for his 
personal message of reassurance, Her Majesty's 
Government were now wondering exactly what kind of 
solution he intended to propose, He sheered off the 
subject quickly, possibly because we had a mass of 
other people pressing all around us, But at least he 
now knows that his rather vague assurance cannot hold 
the position much longer and that we are pressing to 
get down to the hard details of a solution, And to 
make sure that the wheels keep turning, I have today 
written to the Director of Protocol; a copy of my 
letter is attached, 


3. I am sending copics of this letter and its 
enclosure to Iain Sutherland at Washington and the 
Governor of the Bahamas at Nassau, 


RMR, Slater, Eea., 


Poreign Office, 
London, S.W.4. 


* 
& 


1084/6), 


A} 
September 17, 1564 


You will remember that I mentioned to you at 
the Ceylonese Ambassador's dinner party on 
September 11 that, grateful though my Government 
were for your Prime Minister's personal assurance 
conveyed to them through my Ambassador that a 
favourable solution would shortly be found to the 
problem of the Cay Anguilla prisoners, they were 
now awaiting details of the solution proposed, I 
referred to this matter obliquely during my short 
conversation with the Prime Minister at the 
Mexican Ambassador's reception last night, but had 
the impression that he did not fully understand 
what I meant, I did not want to be more specific 
on such a public occasion and did not therefore 
pursue the matter. But May I take this opportunity 
of reminding you that my Ambassador is now in 
London engaged in consultations with my Government 
and that he will be expected to give some account 
of the solution which your Government have in 
mind? And may I also therefore count on your 
co-operation in bringing this matter to the 
attention of the Prime Minister with a view to 
reaching a final solution soon? 


(D.R. Ashe) 


Excmo, Senor Roberto Melendez Diaz, 
Director of Protocol, 
Havana, 
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Cypher code en clair 


From:— To:— 
HAVANA PORSION OFFICE 


Despatched Received 


No. ho of 


_Auguat 28, 196% 


Addressed to Foreign Office Bo, 42 Seving ted to 
eT Scene cad Governor of the behenas 
ersonal) Saving No, 10, 


Rennie’s letter of August 7. 


PMU POR NOm? (9 & 


I have pressed this issue at all levela, Finally et 
Rea’s suggestion I sent him a meworandus restating 4.¥.0.'s 
demands end asking hia to got Castro to give me a 
favourable decision to take homecn leave, 


2. <A few hours before my departure 1 received a meaca, 
from Castro asking me to give ay Government his pers 
asourence that the iseuse of these priscners would be 
solved in the near future in a manner satisfactory to 
HL.M.G., and thet he was now studying waye and means, 


3. iy impression is that this ie intended to be a 
decisive commitment to allow those whe wish toe leave to 
éo so, But our request has created reel difficulties for 
this régime. I have aeked Asho to maintein the pressure 
k& witil we get out those who wish to leave, 


4, You will vemesber thet we tolé the Cubsns we would try 
to keep publicity to a sinimus, When we learn Castro's 
“ways and seens” we should no Coubt inform the State 
Department of the position, for their own information, and 
remind then of the detailed arrangements described in your 
telegras No, 2509 ef February 14 to Nashington and 
— telegrams, I presune these arrangements still 

Ss J 


39219 (7064) 


Agosto 19, 196) 


Durante la entrevista que tan amablemente hubo 
usted de concederme en la mafianma de hoy, acordamos que seria 
conveniente que le expusiese por escrito nuestro deseo de 
dar una solucién a1 incidente ocurrido en Cayo Anguila el 
dia 13 de agosto del pasado afio, Con sumo gusto ac afio 
a la presents un Aide Memoite en este sentido, 


Recordaraé usted que fué precisamente a los pocos 
dias de haber asumido mi cargo como Embajador Britdnico en 
Cuba que tuve oportunidad de presentar el caso a su conside- 
recién, habiendo ya transcurrido un afio desde la fecha en 
que ocomrié el incidente y casi un afio desde que comenzamos 
@ tratar sobre el mismo, 


Como usted sabe, el dia 27 de los corrientes 
embarcaré hacia el Reino Unido y tendré que hacer un recuento 
a mi Govierno de las actuales releciones Anglo-Cubanas, 

El caso en cuestién es posiblemente el asunto de m4a seriedad 
pendiente entre nuestros dos pafses y tengo la seguridad que 

a través de su Embajador en Londres sabr4 usted la importancia 
que G4 al mismo el Gobierno de Su Majestad, A la vez, repre=- 
senta la inica reclamacién de cardcter grave que he tenido 

el deber hacerle durante este afio, Confio, por lo tanto, 

que ra usted todo lo que esté a su alcance por consultar 

el caso con el Primer Ministro, quien esta familiarizado con 
todos los pormenores, de manera que cuando regrese al Reino 


Unido la semana préxime pueda ser portador de una decisién 
favorable. 


J. A. Watson 


Su Exeelencia, Dr. Ratl Roa Garcia, 
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores, 
La Habana, 


Ae 


¢ AIDE MEMOTRE 
INCIDENTE DE CAYO ANGUILA 


Md&s de un afio ha transcurrido desde el dia 13 de Agosto de 
1963 cuando tuvo lugar una incursion dentro de territorio britdnico 
en las Islas Bahamas por fuerzas armadas del Gobierno de Cuba, Las 
circunstancias de este incidente, como resultado del cual 19 ciuda- 
janos cubanos fueron tra‘fdos a Cuba, se detallan en la Nota de esta 
Embajada No. 260 del 21 de Agosto Ge 1963 al Ministerio de Relacio- 
nes Exteriores, £1 Ministerio dié respuesta a la Nota de la Emba- 
jada en su Nota No, 1095 del 10 de Septiembre, £1 dia 4 de Octubre, 
esta Embajada solicité nuevamente al Gobierno de Cuba la devolucién 
a territorio britdnico de los 19 prisioneros en cuestién, Durante 
el mes de Diciembre de 1963, 14 de dichos prisioneros fueron puestos 
en libertad, aunque la Embajada fué informada sobre el particular 
con bastante demora, y a juzgar por las dictintas solicitudes formu- 
ladas a la Embajada por familiares de slgunos de los prisioneros, 


5 de ellos aparentemente continian en prisidn, 


La solicitud del Gobierno Britdnico ha sido repetida en 
diferentes ocasiones por el Jefe de esta Misién Diplom4tica durante 
conversaciones con el Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y con el 
propio Primer Ministro, El Embajador de Cuba en Londres indudablemente 
debe haber comunicado a su Gobierno la importancia que dé al caso 

1 Gobierno de Su Majested Britdnica. Sin embargo, el asunto continua 
pendiente de solucién, 


Es politica del Gobierno de Su Majestad Britdnicea el impedir 
la entrada ilegal a ev territorio y aguas territoriales, &n este 
sentido, el Gobierno de Su Majestad ha reforzado sus fuerzas armadas 
a las ordenes del Gobernador de las Bahamas con el fin de detectar 
la entrada ilegal desde cualquier lugar, Se recordard que, como 
resultado de estas medidas, las actividades ilegales de Manolo Ray, 
entre otros, fueron impedidas, y esta Embajada ha tenido oportunidad 
de prevenir al Gobierno de Cuba sobre posibles actividades hostiles 
que se estaban planeando en el area de las Islas Bahamas, 


El Gobierno de Su Majestad Britdnica solicita encarecidamente 
del Gobierno de Cuba se conceda a los 19 ciudadanos cubanos interesa- 
dos, tanto a los que continuan en prisién como a aquellos que han 
sido libertados, una oportunidad inmediata para abandonar el pais, 
si es este su deseo, El Gobierno de Su Majestad no tiene interés 
en dar publicidad a cualquier arreglo que pudiese hacerse con el 
fin de que estas personas se dirijan a las Bahamas; muy por el con- 
trario, confia que el asunto pueda tratarse con la mayor discrecién 
posible, 


Le Habana, Agosto 19, 1964, 
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ANGUILA CAY 


SENORA MARIA ANTONIA RODRIGUEZ 
CASTILLA, wife of Israel Rojas Delgada, 
who gives her present address as Calle 15, 
no. 503, apartment 2, Vedado, between 
E and D (telephone 32-57-44) called on 
August 14 to see if we had any further 
news. She has often called before and 
I gave her the usual answer. 


eis I do not know if there has been 


any sign of the promised answer from 
the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


A RAGA 


(H.J.H. Maud) 
August 17, 1964 
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Sefior Sal y Cruz called on July 14 
with the following story. 


2. Yesterday, July 13, he 
after eight days in prison 
arrested on Santa Maria beach by a Security 
Officer who recognised him from his earlier 
time in prison in connexion with 
Anguilla. No explanation was given 
or at any time for his arrest whic 
explained simply as “on suspicion". 
was kept for { days in the prison 
Villa 
~ 


Sefior Sal y Cruz we s } 
his incident and told | at has been 
in an pourely, nervous te a unable to 
was relea q m prison. 
thi whicl him most 
that none i f d 


his re 
z to this Embas 
8 case, another arres 
less likely than he thi 
arrested again he will send members 
mily to tell us. 


I think this is quite important 
knows that arbitrary arrest is a 
occurence in contemporary Cuba; 
the circumstances of this incident show 
that the Cayo Anguilla ex-prisoners are 
particularly liable to it, having been 
the subjects of considerable publicity and 
from the length of time they spent in 
prison. e have made clear our 
official in 2st in these men to + 
do not see how 
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about any rey 
I think it woul 
to the 
33 Cayo Anguilla 
ng to the Ministry that thoug 
realise they have no control or influence 
over the internal security forces in Cuba 
the recurnence of such incidents would 
certainly cause unpleasantness between 
us and the Ministry and would further 
aggravate the solution of this long out- 
standing problem: there is therefore 
everything to be said for clearing it up 
quickly. 
(M Anand 


(H.J.H. Maud) 
July 14, 1964 


tal7 


/ Castro 


37715 (1372) A.O.St. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Minutes 


Castro made it clear to me at the 
Queen's Birthday Party that he did not 
want to speak about this subject in 
front of other people, but that he was 
aware of H.M.G.'s continuing interest. 


Ze When he took me out on July 14 he 
did not raise this subject. As he had a 
number of other significant things to 
say, I did not interrupt him to raise it. 


ae I had taken the opportunity to 
speak to the Deputy Minister, Senor 
Rodriguez Camps, before dinner at my 
house on July 8. I spoke to Senor 
Rodriguez again on July 17, explaining 
that I had not wished to interrupt the 
Prime Minister, but that the subject 
remained unresolved and one of 
continuing concern to H.M.G. Senor 
Rodriguez said that this matter was 
being actively studied, and he really 
did expect that an answer would be given 
us at any time. I reminded the Deputy 
Minister that we had now been waiting 
for some months. 
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nute of March 10 
Cruzo. He called 
ether there 
any I bi i g , him 
f Cuba. He was still in diffi- 
about employment, and wished to 
family in Miami. Preparations 
i seem to be continuing, Security 
isited his house cently and 
im sign a statement to 
he documents in the t1 


n confidence that if it 
3 not look as if we could get him out 
by the end of the year, he intended to 
have another g llegally. I told him 
that this had nothing to do with us, but 
if he were discovered by the Cuban autho- 
making such plans, he must be 
sure that th Embassy could not 
help him in any way to escape the con- 
sequences. 


3. Without revealing any details, I 

told Mr. Cruzo that there was still hope. 
If ever we get to the stage of abandoning 
hope, I feel we ought to let such people 
know: but I can imagine the situation 
where demands merely fizzle out without 
our being able to say we have dropped then, 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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TELEGRAM 


(1081764 ) 


Cypher @BEXZXZXEKSKEX 


From:— FOREIGN OFFICE To:— HAVANA 


Despatched Received 


No. 390 of July 1, 1964 


NFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Havana, telegram No. 390 of July 1, 
repeated Saving to Washington. 


Your letter 1081/64 of May 29 to Rennie. 

Have you yet received a reply? If not, please 
remind the Foreign Minister of our continuing 
interest in having this problem resolved. 


SOSFA 


WFIDENTIAL 


(2845) Wt.23568/D164 50m 9/62 G.W.B.Ltd. Gp.863 
(3464) Wr.40036/D34 50m 4/03 G.W.B.Ltd. Gp.863 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


HAVANA, 


May 19, 1964 


about t 
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letter. H ed to give me some 
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7.0. Rennie, 
Foreigx 
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CONFIDENTIAL (1081/6) 


TELEGRAM ROU ats 
Cypher, codex xxx xe Che 
From:— FOREIGN OFFICE To:— HAVANA 


Despate hed 02.15 GMT Received 08.30 local 


No. of “May 28, 1964 


Addressed to Havana, telegram No. 331 of May 28, 
repeated saving to Washington. 


My telegram No. 261. 


Rennie asked the Cuban Ambassador on May 25 
whether he had yet received a reply about Anguilla Cay 
The Ambassador dad that he had not, although he had 
recommended the tidying up of this matter at the 
earliest opportunity. 


Bie Provided you see no objection, please follow 
this up with a reminder to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, 


SOSFA 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Minutes 


CAY SAL PRISONERS 


Further to my minute (flagged) of 
March 14 about Mr. Osmani Nodarse 
Gonzales. 


26 Mr, Alfredo Nodarse called today 
together with the prisoner's father, who 
I had not met before. The father told 
me that when he called at Cabafias Prison 
on April 1,his son was not there. The 
regular monthly visiting day came up 
yesterday, when the authorities told him 
that his son had been transferred to the 
G.2 headquarters at Matanzas, and that 
he could visit him there. This he did, 
and had come immediately to this 

Embassy in accordance with our mutual 
understanding that each side would report 
any developments to the other. The 
father expressed the usual fear in these 
cases that the G.2. interest in the case 
was an ominous sign and that their son 
might be shot. He had no news of a new 
trial. 


3. I had to tell him that there were no 
new developments on our side, though we 
were keeping the case under consideration 
etc, 


4. We must hope that the next bag (of 
April 23) will bring us a reply to Y.E.'s 
letter to Mr. Slater of March 26. I 
doubt whether any useful purpose will be 
served by telegraphing this latest 
development. 


| Ww, 


. Hitch) 
April 17, 1964 


CONFIDENTIAL 


BRITISH EWBASSY, 
HAVANA. 
April 15, 1964. 


Thank you for your letter 1821/6 of March 25 
to Paul Seott requesting information about three of 
the Cubans abdusted from Anguilla Cay, 


2. As you will see from paragraph 2 of our Saving 
telegram Ro, 1 of Jamary 10, all three of these 
Cubans are et liberty and we ere therefore able to 
invite them to call at the Embassy and supply us with 
this information (unless the Cuban Government's efforts 
at rehabilitation have been successful and they no 
longer wish to leave), 


3. However, there is still much doubt how this whole 
problem is to be resolved, and we consider it would 
be dangerous to raise false hopes. We therefore pro=- 
pose to do nothing until we have had a reply to the 
wibassador's letter to Slater of March 26 (not to the 
Governor of the Bahamas). 


4. In reply to your paragraph 3, the Ambassador's 
letter may be taken as the oniy new devdopment since 
Poreign Office telegram No, 146 of March 4, The rela- 
tives of the five Cubans stil) in prison call fairly 
frequently at the Embassy, despite our attempts to 
persuade them to come only when there is a new éevelop- 
ment to report, in Gpite of rumours to the contrary, 
the trial cf these men still seems to be suspended, 
though some of them seem to be taken at intervals 

from Cabanas prison to the G,2 headquarters for 
interrogation, 


5. I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours. 


(3B, Hiteh) 


I.d.M,. Sutherland Esqe, 
WASHINGTON, 


IN THIS MARGIN 
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5/62 ‘StS. 


1081/64 


AY SAL PRISONERS: TWO LETTERS 


Until it is more certain that we 
still stand a chance of getting these 
prisoners out of Cuba, I am reluctant 
to invite the three persons named in 
Mr. Sutherland's letter of March 25 to 
the Embassy, as this would raise false 
hopes. They are, incidentally, all 
among the 11 adults released on 
Christmas Eve. Draft to Mr. Sutherland 
herewith. 


Ze Incidentally, paragraph 3 of 

Mr. Sutherland's letter of April 6 
contains the rather remarkable 
statement "We confirm that the demand 
by H.M.G,. for their return (of the 
prisoners) contained in your original 
note is still outstanding and that 
representations have been renewed 
since .....". I am unable to understand 
this, but I do not think it is worth 
making a fuss. 


| Wack 


(BY Hitch) 
April 14, 1964 


4% whom th 


Rodriguez Esquia 
Augusto Hernandez Arena 


aria Antonia } 
like to know in each 


(a) date 


(b 


(c) details of 


igration authorities th no advance 
gainst these three 1 1 rt 1 y require 
tional information in order to e blis itive identi- 
"Rodriguez" and "Hernandez : 


the 


Nassau may be accelerated? 


As regards the others, the U.S. authorities cannot give 


an absolute guarantee that v will be issued. There is 
still the chancef that they might be rejected on grounds of 


health/ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


RESTRICTED 


March 26, 1964 


I am afraid that we have run into difficulties at 
this end about getting the Cay Sal prisoners out of 
Cuba, 


Acting on the authority in your telegram No,146 I 
have spoken to both the Head of the Western European 
Department and a member of the (here very influential) 
Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Both have told me that getting these people out of Cuba 
presented a difficult problem, The Prime Minister had 
promised me that all or most of these people would be 
let out of gaol but he did not really promise that they 
would leave Cuba. Im any case there were difficulties 
about letting them out on the charter service, which 
would mean they jimpei the long queue of people who had 
been waiting for months to leave Cuba by more regular 
means, Moreover, were HMG really still much interested 
in this question? I explained that the Prime Minister 
clearly understood my point that we wanted all these 
people to go back to the Bahamas. I understood him to 
say that he hoped to arrange this. These people were 
in no way to be compared to Cuban citizens who wished 
to emigrate, They had been taken from the Bahamas by 
the armed forces of the Cuban Government and should be 

a to return, in order to avoid any misunderstanding 
issue I was quite willing to have these people, 
of them as wished to go, turned over formally to 
I would then make arrangements to return them to 
the Bahamas under the charge of the Embassy. Though I 
have received expressions of goodwill and a desire to 
help, the matter remains stuck, 


If I may suggest it, I think the best course now 
is for you or some other highly placed official, to have 
the Cuban Ambassador round and explain to him the interest 
of Ministers in this matter, and our belief that it is a 
relic of the past which will nevertheless weigh heavily 
on Anglo-Cuban relations until it is cleared up. A push 
from your end might help to get things moving again, If 
a junior Minister were prepared to speak in this way, the 
effect would be correspondingly greater. It is not for 
me to assess just how much importance attaches to this 
problem, 


R. M. K. Slater, Eeq., CMG., /it will. 


Foreign Office, 
London, Swi, 
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CONFIDENTIAL ae 
Minutes lo ne 
Ca A& Clim al 


Further to H.M,Consul's minute of 
November 13 1963 on 1081/63 (flagged) 
Mr. Alfredo Miguel Nodarse Gloria 
471 (Bajos) tel.54653, and Mrs. Josefina 
Nodarse 8va , 12 (Reparto Casino Deportiv 
tel. 404408, called on Mr. Maud and 
myself yesterday, They are brother and 
sister, and Mr. Osmani Nodarse Gonzalez, 
one of the Cay Sal prisoners still 
detained in Cabana prison. is their 
nephew. Mr, Nodarse's mother and 
father live in Sagua la Grande. 


2. They explained that they had sent 

a petition to the Queen about the case 
and had come to ask whether there was 

news. In fact I see that H.M.C. 

Mr, Pethybridge) had decided that the 
time was not ripe to forward a petition 
and had told them so at the time; no 
further action is therefore required. 
Mr. Maud and I gave the visitors the 
customary reply that confidential 
discussions were still in progress with 
the Cuban government, 


This is the third or fourth of 
new wave of Cay Sal visitors; there 
e 


are minutes about each visit 


-Hiteh) 
reh 14h, 196 
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(1081/64) Embajada Britdnica 


Habana, 


Marzo 9, 196), 


Muchas gracias por su atenta visita del 5 de 
los corrientes, 


He investigado detenidamente el asunto sobre 
el cual me hablé y he sabido que si su hermano fué 
una de las personas involucradas en el incidente 
jue supuestamente tuvo lugar en o alrededor del 21 
de Febrero de 1963 en el Cayo Elbow de las Islas 
Bahamas, el Secretario de Estado de las Colonias hizo 
las siguientes declaraciones en relacién con este in- 
cidente: 


“Un grupo de miembros de la policfa Baha- 
mense y una unidad de la Armada Real, ins- 
peccionaron las islas en las cuales se supo- 
ne se produjo la abduccidén, no encontrando 
alli prueba alguna para confirmar el alegato, 
y no se ha suministrado ningune otra eviden- 
cia convincente que pudiese servir como base 
para una accién por parte del Gobierno de 
Su Majestad." 


Como observard por lo que antecede, no existen 
bases para que esta Embajada actiie en ningtin sentido 
Y» por lo tanto, lamento tener que comunicarle que no 
me @s posible hacer ninguna otra gestién sobre el par=- 
ticular, 


B, Hitch 
Primer Secretario 


Srta, Miriam Oviedo Alvarez 
Bacuranao Real s/n, 
Habana, 


TRANSLATION OF LETTER SENT IN SPANISH 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
HAVANA, 
March 9, 1964. 
(1081/64) 


Thank you for calling on March 5, 


I have now had time to investigate the matter 
about which you spoke to me, and I find that, if your 
brother was one of the men concerned in the incident 
which allegedly took place on or about 21st February 
1963 at Elbow Key in the Bahamas Islands, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies has made a state- 
nent about this incident which I quote below: 


“A Bahamas police party and a unit of the 
Royal Navy investigated the islands from 
which the abduction is alleged to have 
taken place, They found no evidence in 
support of the allegation; and no other 
convincing evidence has been furnished 
which could form a basis for action by 
Her Majesty's Government" 


You will see from the above that there is no 
basis for action by this Embassy, and I therefore 
regret that 1 am unable to help you further. 


B. Hitech 
First Secretary 


Srta. Miriam Oviedo Alvarez, 
Bacuranao Real s/n, 


Habana. ane repeal by £.0, «2 
pMadein veo ¥ Yuk We 
lady, BLN Yo acct 


an h 


CONFIDENTIAL 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


HAVANA, 
@ March 6, 1964. 


(1081/64) 


The Elbow Key case which greatly exercised us last 
year received a new lease of life today when two sisters 
of one of the eight men involved called at the Embassy. 


2. I enclose a copy of my reply to one of them, which 
is based on the written answer at colum 202 of Hansard 
for March 14, 1963, as mentioned in Foreign Office tele- 
gram to Washington No, 2841 of March 21, 1963. 


3e As this issue is otherwise quite dead here, I am 
Not copying this letter elsewhere. I believe the 
enquirer to have been prompted by a supposition that 
her brother's case was comparable with the Anguilla Key 
case last August, but I have not of course drawn atten- 
tion to the possible pargeajlel in my reply. 


(B, Hitech) 


J, M, Brown, Eseq., 
American Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London 8.W.1. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Minutes 


CAY SAL PRISONERS 


Although we are having many visits 
from relatives of these prisoners, 
especially of those who are still 
detained in Cabafia Prison, I feel each 
interview should be recorded. Mrs. 
Maria Antonia Rodriguez Castillo 
wife of Israel Rojas Delgado callea 
this morning. Her domicile is Calle 10, 
No. 1713, Caibarién, Las Villas, but 
she is at present staying in Havana at 
Concepcion 58, apto 4 altos, Vibora. 


26 She informed me that her husband's 
trial began on February 17 but was 
suspended after 14 hours. She confirmed 
Mrs. Cabéra's story that no reference 
was made’ to British territory in the 
accusations. No new date had been 

fixed for the resumption of the trial. 


3. Her version of the story was that 
her husband had left Cuba for Miami 
on August 19, 1962 and he had gone to 
Cay Anguilla only to pick her up. He 
did not, in August last year, come as 
far as buba, but had mat his wife at 
Cay Anguilla. He was a mechanic by 
trade. 


he I spoke to Mrs. Rodriguez on the 
usual lines. She has promised to let 
me know developments. 


5. Two incidental points which 
emerged were that she thought some of 
the 19 were sufficiently rehabilitated 
now not to wish to leave even if given 
the opportunity, and that the local 
foreign correspondents were, as far 

as she and her friends could judge, 
were taking no interest in the case. 
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Ud 


(B. Hitch) 
March 2, 1964. 


I spoke to Dr. Corona yesterday 
about the Cay Sal prisoners among 
other things I took the line: in 
/my.. 


37775 (1372) A.O.St. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Minutes 
my letter of February 26, now authorised 
F,0. telegram 146, Dr, Corona said this 
was a difficult problem, 

a 

- The Prime nister had told me 
that these people, or at any rate most 
of them, Would be let out of gaol But 
had not, surely, promised me that they 
would leave Cuba. Moreover there were 
difficulties about letti these people 
go out on the chart sr service and jump th 
queue of Cubans who wished to lea the 
country by more ar means and often 
had to wait for months, 


I said that Dr, Castro had clearly 
stood my point that we wanted all 
people to go back to the 
aid that he hoped to arran 
not commit himself irrevocably 
gave me the impression that it would 
pe done, These people were in no way 
to be compared to Cuban citizens who 
to emigrate They were people who 
<en from the Bahamas by the armed 
fc es of the Cuban Government in 
circumstances which we all knew, In orde 
avoid any misunderstanding I was quite 
ling to have these people, or such of 
1 as wished to go, turned over formall 
I would then make arrangements to 
return them to the Bahamas under the 
authority and control of this Embassy. 
Dr, Corona agreed to look at the situation 
again but said that difficulties had 


arisen, 
Pls 


« 


(J.H.A.Watson ) 
March 4,1964 


H oC al 
Mr ae 
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ye 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


& HAVANA. 


(1081/64) March 3, 1964. 


enclose a photostat of a letter we have received 
from Mis 1.d. Macfarlane in the Consulate—General at 
Philadelphia, together with a copy of the original enquiry 
she received from a British citizen, presumably resident 
in the Philadelphia Consular District, about the Cay Sal 
prisoners. 


2. Although I imagine you would see no objection to 

our replying direct to the Consulate General, any information 
we give might well find its way to the press or Congress 

and cause ibarrassment. I should, therefore, be grateful 

if you could instruct the Consulate-General how to reply. 


3. I suggest that the short answer might be that to the 
best of our knowledge all these prisoners are still in Cuba, 
some of them having been released; that we have no knowledge 
of any of them being executed; but that Her Majesty's 
Government is still negotiating a solution to the problem 
with the Cuban government. Unless you think that it would 
involve us too deeply, you might wish to ask for the name 
of the prisoner in whose case the enquirer is taking a 
special interest: but as we have really no idea at present 
of what success we shall have in getting a11 the prisoners 
out of Cuba, the less said the better. 


4. I also enclose a copy of the interim reply I have 
sent to Miss Macfarlane. 


(B. Hitch) 


I.J.M. Sutherland, Esq., 
British Embassy, 
WASHINGTON, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
HAVARA. 


ra} 


February 29, 1964. 


Thank you for your letter 5241 of February 6 
addressed to Consular Section and enclosing a 
eopy of an enquiry about the Cay Sal prisoners. 


26 @ are anxious not to say too much about this 
at the moment, and in view of the danger of 
publicity all over the United States, I have sent 
a copy of your letter and its enclosure to Iain 
Sutherland in Washington, who will no doubt give 
you guidance on how to reply. 


Miss Med. Macfarlane 
British Consulate General, 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PeAe 


CONFIDENTIAL 
BASE NEE TAT 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAI 
12 South 12th Street 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
February 6, 1964 
CONFIDENTIAL 
BY BAG 


Dear Consular Section, 


I am enclosing a copy of a 
letter addressed to H. M. Consul General 
from a British Subject resident in our 
Consular District, and would be grateful 
for any information or guidance you can 
furnish to enable us to reply. 


Yours ever, 


Consular Section, 
British Embassy, 
Havana, Cuba 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
HAVANA, 
February 26, 1964, 
(1081/64) 


Would you please refer to recent correspondence about the 
Cay Sal prisoners resting with my telegram No, 103. I am 
taking the opportunity of a “non-confidential” bag by British 
aireraft to take the matter one stage further, 


2. We have recently learned unofficially through the wife of 
the man concerned that the trial of at least one and perhaps 
all of the four prisoners who have not been released has 
started but has apparently been held up. According to our 
informant no mention was made of the accused having been taken 
away from British territory; it was alleged that he was 
captured in Cuban waters! The prosecution first asked for a 
30 year sentence and subsequently for the death penalty since 
the offence was considered to be more serious, 


3. There have recently been strong rumours that the trial we 
about to take place and we tend to believe the information 
given us. I therefore propose to return to the charge with 
the Cuban government on behalf of these four men on the grounds 
that we have always asked for the return of all 19 prisoners 
captured on Anguilla Cay. In this context, see the last 
operative paragraph of our Note of August 21, 1963 and para~- 


graph 5 of our Note of October 4, 1963, which presumably 
intended to rebut the suggestion, contained in the opening 
paragraphs of the Cuban Note of September 10, that all the 
prisoners could legally be detained and tried in Cuba, Castro 
spoke of returning all the prisoners “perhaps gradually and 
disereetly”. (I have since made it clear (my telegram No, 896 
of December 31) that we expect all the prisoners to be returned 
to British territory. On the other hand, we have never speci- 
fically repudiated the Cuban government's assertion of its 
right to treat the four men differently from the others and 
subject them to trial. Our aim must be the simple one of 
getting everyone out, 


4. I should be grateful for a short telegram saying "I agree" 
if you do, or sending me alternative instructions if you do 
not. 


5. I am sending a copy of this letter to Denis Greenhill in 
Washington, 


(c, H, A, Watson) 


R. N. K, Slater, Bsea., C.M.G., 
American Department, 
Foreign Office, 
ondon, S.W.1. 
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(1081/64) 
ROULINE 


TELEGRAM 


en clair 


TO3— 


Received 
February 17, 1964 


No. 691 of 
che Governor 


No objection. 
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COWMADENTIAL _ 


CONFIDENTIAL and PERSONAL (1081/64) 


PRIORITY 


TELEGRAM 


Gypher endenocccmmocis 
From:— FOREIGN OFFICE To :— HAVANA 


Despatched Received 


No. 103 of February 12, 1964 


6 personal 
11, repeated Washington 


>. 17. 


Your telegram No. 14 personal (repeating Havana to 
Foreign Office No, 85). Cay Sal prisoners. 


With reference to paragraph 2 of Havana telegram of 
February 7 addressed to Foreign Office, telegram No. 85, 
I confirm if the prisoners are returned to the Bahamas 
they will not be tried or arrested and will be allowed 

proceed to the United States. 


assume none would wish to remain in the Bahamas 
they would be admitted to the United States. 


CONFIDENTIAL and PERSONAL 
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Minutes 


Sal (i e. Anguilla Ca; Neri soners 
wm, 


I called on Dr. Oscar Oramas, Head 
of the Northern European section of 
the Western European Department of the 
M.F.A, this morning. 


2. I began by stating my understanding 
of the arrangement made between H.E, 
and the Vice Minister Arnol Rodriguez 
Camps last week that the diplomatic 
charter service could be used to take 
to the Bahamas all or any of the 
Anguilla Cay prisoners now at liberty, 
while we reserved our position on the 
5 still in prison, I expressed the 
hope that this part of the settlement 
could now be brought from the politi- 
cal to the administrative plane, 


33 Dr. Oramas could not agree even 

in principle that such an arrangement 
had been made firm between the 
Ambassador and the Vice Minister, and 
confined himself throughout, charmingly 
and apologetically, to saying that he 
was authorised only to tell me that the 
entire matter was still being studied 
and that he would call on me as soon as 
he had any news I expressed disappoint- 
ment and said I hoped that this aspect 
of the affair could be settled quickly. 
February 24 had been mentioned as a 
possible date, but this was probably 
too soon and in any case owing to the 
new timetable we had’no plane then. We 
hopedthat the Cubans would agree that 
all those wishing to leave should be 
asked to go on one flight and I pointed 
out the publicity disadvantages to the 
Cubans in having the press interview 
these people one by one over a long 
period. Dr. Oramas agreed, 


4, My visit was followed half-an-hour 
later by an invitation to lunch tomorrow. 


5. In the light of the above, I have 
re-cast H.E,'s draft telegram. 


Vine 


nies) 
February 6, 1964 


Cypher 


From :— 


Despatched 


No. 3 


1081/6),) 
TELEGRAM PRIORITY 


Cypher scone encarta" a} 


23h 
From :— Loe y OFFICE 


Received 


inform 


of Bs 


should 


been 


/ 


Ryipo0se Da.Dids 190M (in 8 sorte) 7161 ay 


RESTRICTED 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


& HAVANA. 


(1081/64) January 11, 1964. 


Your telegram no. 3 of January 2 about the Cay Sal 
prisoners says that I can make arrangements for these 
prisoners to leave Cuba, provided there is no expense 
to Her Majesty's Government. 


2. As you will see from my Saving telegram no. 1 of 
yesterday's date, all but 5 of the prisoners are out of 
gaol. It is difficult for me to deal on this subject 
with anyone but Castro himself; but I gather from the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that all the prisoners who 
are released are likely to be allowed to leave for Nassau. 
The only practical means of arranging this is to put 

them, when the time comes, on our diplomatic charter 
service, by special arrangement with the Cuban government 
as being not ordinary passengers but persons travelling 
by decision of the two governments. I now feel fairly 
sure that the Cuban government will not infact agree to 
paying the charter group $50.00 a head. We can hardly 
refuse to get these people out of Cuba on the ground that 
we are not prepared to take them on a flight which is 
going anyway, on which there is space, unless the Cuban 
government @nte up. We have insisted that fares on 

this flight must be paid in hard currency, and the released 
prisoners will not have the necessary funds themselves. 
Unless you think that it would be possible to ask some 
refugee Cuban organization orother charity to pay the 
passages (which is surely a little beneath the dignity 
of Her Majesty's Government?) I think we may have to 
absorb the net cost of paying for these people on the 
charter service. 


3. Our understanding with other Embassies is that there 
will be a charge of $50.00 to each Embassy which sends a 
passenger in either direction. But of course the residual 
cost to Her Majesty's Government of the service is reduced 
if more payload is carried. It is not possible at this 
stage to say exactly what saving there will be. 


he I should be grateful to learn by telegram whether I 
am authorised to take these people out on our charter 
service at our expense if that seems the only practical 
way of getting them out of Cuba. You can naturally count 
on us to do what we can to avoid incurring this charge. 


(J.H.A. Watson) 


R.M.K. Slater, Esq., C.M.G., 
American Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE,S.W.1. 


RESTRICTED 


(1681/64) 
savine TELEGRAM 


« 


CERO en clair 
From:— HAVANA To:— FOREIGN OFFICE 


Despatched BY BAG Received 


No. 1 of January 10, 1964 


repeated for information Saving to Washington (2), 
Governor Bahamas (1) and Commander British Forces 
Caribbean Area (2). 


CAY SAL: 


Castro told me briefly at a New Year Reception 
that he was considering my latest representation 
(reported in my telegram no. 896 of December 31). 

I have noted the instructions in your telegram no. 3. 
I will discuss the subject with the Deputy Minister 
for Foreign Affairs early next week. 


2s I now learn that 11 adults were released on 
Christmas Eve: with 3 infant children. Their names 
are: 


Yolanda Rodrigues Barreras 
Edelmira Madera Monteagudo 

-“Rene Rodriguez Esquia + 

\ Maria Antonia Rodriguez Castillo 

“ Miriam Olga Miranda Prieto (plus one child) 
Alberto Aleman Bocareye 
Jose Augusto Hernandez Arena 

- Jose Antonio Servia Flores 
Marciso Salitrup Izaguirre 

~- Maria Alonso Sambrena ZAM#RAWA 
Haydee Ramos Fleitas (plus two children) 


3. Released prisoners are allowed to communicate 
with their relatives in the United States, and at 
least one has done so. I therefore agree that we 
should not become involved as intermediaries between 
these people and their relatives outside Cuba. 


Jie TRE acne 


Wt.46068 Dd.Di46 130M (in 3 sorts) 7/61 LP2403 


» 


he The Cuban authorities are encouraging the 
released prisoners to settle down in Cuba and have 
given them unusual help with matters like employment 
and ration cards. But my information is that most if 
not all of them will leave Cuba if they can. 


5s The names of the prisoners still held are: 


Israel Rojas Delgado 

Osmani Nodas Gonzalez 

Francisco Rerijo Monzén + SEREITO : 
—Grerorio Hernandez |Fernandez + (rvivse ast tre neve ) 
~ Ricardo Lopez Cabrera + Kaw Maew'z 


The released prisoners report that those still detained Sem 15 
can receive visitors twice a month; andthat the 5 
puhlic prosecutor has asked for the death penalty in 

the case of Ricardo Lopez Cabrera. 


WATSON 
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ONEIDENTEAL PRIORITY 
TELEGRAM (1081) 


Cypher Buse esse ho nied 
From:— HAVANA To:— FOREIGN OFFICB 


Despatched Received — 
Nee |e _of December 31, 1963 

Repented Saving to: Washington (9) s Governcr of the 
Bahamas (43) and CBFCA (3). 


My telegram No. 891. 
Cay Seal. 


In spite of Castro's message reported in my telegren 
uncer reference, 11 of the prisoners were released in 
Moavena on Decesber 24 and have been advised by the Cuban 
euthorities to take up employment here. One of then 
called at HB. Consulate to ask about proceeding to the 
Behamae and was given a noncommital reply. 


2. Yesterday « Deputy Minister for Foreigh Affairs sent 
for me end said he hed deen instructed by the Prine 
Minister to tell me that 411 of these Cuban prisoners hed 
been set free. The dossiers cf the remainder were still 
under active study, He said the Prime Kinister had 
acted in this way in order to improve Anglo Cuban relatia 
and hoped to see me in the new year. I expressed satis- 
faction of the releese from gaol of 11 of these man, but 
1 seid. that HNG'’s request was that they should all be 
returned to British territory and that it eeenmed a pity 
that this decision had been taken without enabling me to 
give HUG’s reply to what Castro had told me. me “tad 
Minister said he supposed the question of return 

Britich territory mas still open, He expressed 
appreciation of the measures recently taken by IMG to 
prevent attacks on Cube from British territory. 


3. if the Cuban government 
a) agree to send some or all of these présoners 
Nasseu at Cuban expense by DC-3 of Diplomatic 
charter service; 
or b) allow them to lenve Cuba by whatever means they 
con orag | 
should I meke the necessary arrangements? » pay 


‘W'.46068 Dd.D146 130M (in 3 sorts) 7/61 1P2403 


Incident at Anguilla Cay, Cay Sal, Bahamas: kidnapping of Cuban 
refugees by Cuban government. January 1-December 31, 1964.TS 
Refugee Records from the Foreign Office, 1947-1970 FO 277/269. 
The National Archives (Kew, United Kingdom). 


